AN  ESTIMATE  OF   SCALIGER.                       Ill
as made him conceal Scaliger's name. Not that he is very respectful in his manner of proceeding: the following dry quiz on his opponent's logic must have been very cutting, being true. "In grammaticis, dare navibus Austros, et dare naves Austris, sunt aeque significantia. Sed in Geometricis, aliud cst adsumpsisse circulum BCD non esse majorem tri-ginta sex segmentis BCDF, aliud circulo BCD non esse majora triginta sex segmenta BCDF. Ilia adsumptiuncula vera est, hcec falsa."1 Isaac Casaubon,2 in one of his letters to De Thou,3 relates that, he and another paying a visit to Vieta, the conversation fell upon Scaliger, of whom the host said that he believed Scaliger was the only man who perfectly understood mathematical writers, especially the Greek ones: and that he thought more of Scaliger when wrong than of many others when right; "pluris se Scaligerum vel erran-tem facere quam multosKaropOovvras"* This must have been before Scaliger's quadrature (1594). There is an old story of some one saying, "Mallem cum Scaligero errare, quam cum Clavio recte sapere."5 This I cannot help suspecting to have been a version of Vieta's speech with Clavius satirically inserted, on account of the great hostility which Vieta showed towards Clavius in the latter years of his life.
Montucla could not have read with care either Scaliger's quadrature or Clavius's refutation. He gives the first a wrong date: he assures the world that there is no question about Scaliger's quadrature being wrong, in the eyes of geometers at least: and he states that Clavius mortified him
1 "In grammar, to give the winds to the ships and to give the ships to the winds mean the same thing. But in geometry it is one thing to assume the circle BCD not greater than thirty-six segments BCDF, and another (to assume) the thirty-six segments BCDF not greater than the circle. The one assumption is true, the other false."
3 The Greek scholar (1559-1614) who edited a Greek and Latin edition of Aristotle in 1590.
8 Jacques Auguste de Thou (1553-1617), the historian and statesman.
* "To value Scaliger higher even when wrong, than the multitude when right."
5 "I would rather err with Scaliger than be right with Clavius."